STALEMATE ON THE  MADRID  FRONT
the second school of thought was in the wrong. Franco's
Nationalist army was not strong enough at that moment
to bring the war to an end except at such cost as aE its
leaders would refuse to contemplate.
I have often consulted during this period a compact
little statement prepared from confidential documents
showing for the two last months of the year the supply
of men and military equipment arriving in Red Spain
across the French frontier alone. It would be wearisome
to give the table of statistics with their dates, but a few
excerpts will show what was the formidable problem
facing General Franco.
October 19  Seven Potez "54" left Paris for Barcelona.
October 31. 150 men3 mostly British, arrived at Per-
pignan and left for Barcelona; they were nearly aH
specialists In explosives or war 'plane manufacture.
November 2: 300 more volunteers through Perplgnan.
November 5   Six troop-carrying lorries, the first of a
batch of 150, passed through the Perthns pass to
Spain.
November 9. An expedition of 65ooo men is now passing
through Perplgnan.   Four to five hundred cross the
frontier daily, the majority of them being Belgian
or French unemployed from the LUle district.
November 14: Nine heavy lorries took the Lima road
carrying war 'planes, to be assembled at the Bolvir
aerodrome
November ij: Five hundred men went through Perthus
on motor lorries before six p.m.
November 24:  A  special  tram  arrived  at  Perplgnan
carrying   1,100   volunteers   of  whom   800  were
French.